ee ae 
>a te fa fe ies 


ee RY SA SE 


NEWSRAIL | 


FOR ALL WHO ARE INTERESTED IN RAILWAYS 


In 1983, we saw dramatic changes in our railway system. 
VicRail was divided into Metropolitan Transit Authority 
and State Transport Authority. 

Shortly afterwards, the railways were given a new 
progressive corporate identity, V/Line. We were entering 
a new era in railway travel. Services slowly began to 
improve. Trains ran on time, railway staff were cour- 
teous; the travelling public became aware of increased 
efficiency and a sense of pride exhibited by railway staff: 
Because of this, railway patronage is up, both passenger 
and freight, compared with this time last year; which 
shows that the public are responding to the effort by some 
V/Line staff. 

Then in early December last year, a strike by some V/ 
Line staff occured that halted passenger services for a few 
days. Six months hard work went down the drain. 
Memories of the past came flooding back; the bad old 
days of unreliable and dirty trains, of frequent strike 
action and rude staff. This was not supposed to happen 
under the new V/Line image, or so the public thought. 
(Cynics please keep quiet!). Because of this thoughtless 
strike action, commuters took their cars to work or found 
other forms of transport. A short time after the trains 
started running again, another strike was threatened, but 
thankfully this never eventuated. 

V/Line staff have worked very hard to improve the 
system, but if the hard earned increase in passenger and 
freight traffic is to continue, then disruptions to the ser- 
vices provided must cease, or this time next year, V/Line 
will be reporting a decrease in traffic instead of an 
upward trend. 


Front Cover: S315 and S309 are framed well as they 
cross the Melton Weir viaduct with the 0645 Up 
Dimboola pass. on Sat.13.8.83. (John Dare) 
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Opposite above: X31, B67, S306 and X48 race the Down 
Bendigo pass. into Castlemaine on Sun.11.12.83. 


Opposite below: A little while later at Bendigo the locos 


had run around the cars prior to stabling them to the right 
of the photo. B64 and B63 prepare to haul the Up Swan 
Hill pass. on towards Melbourne. (Both photos Peter 
Foote) 
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36 Hours on the South-east 


At various times, I have talked about, and written 
about, (and no doubt lied about) the All Lines Ticket 
which I bought for £5.10.0 (I think) and got 4,000 
miles out of, in March, 1939. 

The first day and a half were spent in travelling to 
Yarram and back, and when my notebook, with its 
illegible scribble turned up again the other day, I 
thought the journey might be of interest especially to 
those who weren’t even born then. 

The Working Time Table then current for the 
South-eastern lines was S2500/37, a 16 page insert 
issued on the 26th July, 1937. I have signed my copy 
and dated it 25th February, 1939, and this indicates 
that it was given to me by the Eastern and South- 
eastern people at Flinders St, specially for the trip. The 
circular was issued mainly because of the introduction 
of the morning express trains between Caulfield and 
Nyora. Previously there had been, on the Down, the 
8.10 am Wonthaggi and the 8.35 am Yarram, both of 
which had stopped at all stations beyond Dandenong, 
and these would now be replaced by a 7.55 am Nyora 
stopping all stations and an 8.35 am Yarram, express 
from Caulfield to Nyora. The latter was a combined 
train, the Wonthaggi portion being detached at Nyora, 
and taken on by the engine of the 7.55 am. 

On the Up, the 7.00 am Yarram (No.12) was to run 
express from Nyora to Dandenong, if not required to 
stop at Caldermeade or Monomeith, or to set down at 
other stations passengers from beyond Nyora. The 
8.00 am Wonthaggi (No.10) which ran ahead of the 
Yarram train did all the stops to Dandenong except 
Caldermeade and Monomeith. 

The 7.55 am Down Nyora met the Up Wonthaggi at 
Lang Lang, and the Up Yarram at Nyora; the 8.35 am 
Down Yarram met the Up Wonthaggi at Koo-wee-rup 
and the Up Yarram also at Nyora; and as a result there 
was some rather tight single line working on these 
longish sections, as you can see on the graph. On my 
way to work, I had often seen the 8.35 am in No.1 plat- 
form at Flinders St, sometimes with an A2, sometimes 
with a D3, and usually with two or three cars and a van 
for Yarram, followed by two cars and a van for 
Wonthaggi. Now I had the chance of going for a romp 
down the South-east and see for myself the large 
electric staffs were exchanged in a hurry. On Monday, 
13th March, 1939, train No.9 was made up in No.1 
platform with engine A2 936 at the head of 7 vehicles 
for 225 tons. I regret that I can’t find the consist but it 
must have been 3 and a van, 2 and a van. 

After leaving Flinders St at 8.35 am, on time, I 
noted A2 912 on the 6.35 am Up Warragul, which ran 
passenger to Dandenong and then, after the peak, 
wandered up to town, empty cars. We stopped at 
Caulfield from 8.52 to 8.54 and 1102 was seen shunt- 
ing on an Up goods. 

At Dandenong, at 9.11, A2 904 had arrived on the 
6.35 am Up Nyora car-goods, before continuing on to 
Flinders St, (after the peak) as a goods. The signalman 
handed up the large staff (for Cranbourne) from the 
pit, which may have been a breach of the rules. 

All went as expected as far as Koo-wee-rup, the train 
slowing down perceptibly to exchange the large staffs, 
and as we were 5 late passing Tooradin, I expected that 
the Up Wonthaggi would be clear in the loop at Koo- 
wee-rup, and the signals off for the main line, but on 
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looking more closely, I saw that it was the left arm on 
the Down departure bracket that was Off, indicating 
that we were being turned onto the Triholm line. We 
stopped on the branch clear of the level-crossing, while 
someone reset the points of the crossover and then we 
backed into No.2 road. Somewhere in the yard was 
Al 827 on No.5 roadside goods (timed here from 8.45 
am to 10.40 am) and also engine D1 551 was getting 
ready to make one of the two weekly trips to Triholm. 

My train was timed here at 9.41 am, non-stop, while 
the Up Wonthaggi was supposed to be sidetracked 
from 9.35 to 9.42 (with a swastika allowing a wall-sheet 
departure of 9.36) but not until 9.47 did the Wonthaggi 
arrive in the platform behind engine A2 887. The 
graph shows that the tight spot here for No.10, the 
Wonthaggi train, between the Lang Lang crossing with 
No.7 and the Koo-wee-rup cross with No.9, and this 
probably explains why the Caldermeade and 
Monomeith stops were made by the Yarram and not 
by the Wonthaggi. 

With a fresh Lang Lang staff, and the road made 
loop-to-main through the crossover, we left at 9.50, 
which was 9 late. 

At Nyora, A2 934 was waiting in the loop with 
No.12 from Yarram, and while we stopped here from 
10.15 to 10.19, the Wonthaggi portion was detached 
and left in the platform. The engine off No.7 which 
was taking the Wonthaggi portion on, should have 
been around; it may have been over in the loco depot. 

Korumburra provided a welcome pie and coffee, the 
former fourpence and the latter threepence, and stan- 
dard ‘‘traveller’s fare’’, and in case you think the prices 
were low, I remind you that I was then earning 25 shill- 
ings a week. During the RRR break, 936 went off 
possibly with the front car — (a PL?) and disappeared 
behind the big signal box, (88 levers, built in 1915), 
a 680, (a D3) came on. We left here at 10.57, 10 
ate. 

Most of my notes include only the engine number, 
not the class, because, as I recall it, I knew the class for 
a number. Not any more, I don’t, and maybe some of 
the subdivisions of As and Ds in this little story will be 
wrong. 

At 11.45, we stopped at Stony Creek, and I was 
delighted to see that the driver was given the Train 
Staff for the section Stony Creek - Fish Creek as 
nae section”’ working with the Divided Staff was in 
orce. 

The idea here was that electric staff working between 
Stony Creek and Foster was in force for the majority of 
trains. However, most mornings, the Divided Staff was 
withdrawn at Foster and the Up Yarram passenger 
train would open the short sections by travelling on 
“Staff through both sections, the guard taking the 
Stony Creek - Fish Creek Staff from Foster to Fish 
Creek, as a ‘‘Value Parcel’’. 

No.3 News Goods and No.5 Goods (ex Korum- 
burra) would head south from Stony Creek, both 
carrying Staff Tickets, through both sections. The 
Down passenger train would follow carrying the Staff 
through both sections, and when both portions were 
returned to the staff instrument at Foster, electric staff 
working would be resumed. 

Generally, that is what did happen, but if either or 
both of the goods trains ran late, and were overtaken 
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J525 prepares a mixed rake at Nyora during the 1950s. (ARHS Archives) 


Korumburra Loco during busy times in the Fifties. (Late Les Poole) 
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by the passenger train at either Stony Creek or Fish 
Creek, the staffs and tickets would be re-arranged, the 
last one south taking both of the Staffs back to Foster. 

This arrangement enabled Fish Creek to be ‘‘open”’ 
when needed, and closed most of the time and no 
doubt save a lot of overtime. 

On this occasion, No.5 had arrived at Foster well 
ahead of my train, and was being turned on the turnta- 
ble ready for the run back to Korumburra as No.24. 
No.5 was occasionally run by an A2 which had to be 
split to be turned. The SM at Fish Creek had given the 
Stony Creek - Fish Creek Staff to the guard as his van 
went past, and he now handed it to the stationmaster at 
Foster; so much for the Value Parcel. 

As we left Foster at 12.18 with an electric staff for 
Toora, I wondered how much business the RRR would 
have done, had it been still in operation. 

Beyond Toora, the line was Staff and Ticket. We 
took the Staff to Welshpool, where we overtook No.3 
News Goods with engine N121 at 12.44, that is 12 
minutes late. Then we travelled on Ticket (and Master 
Key) from Welshpool to Alberton because the goods 
was following. I vaguely remember the Port Welshpool 
Tram, but probably treated it with scorn because the 
line had no safeworking. 

Hedley was a telephone block post, and here the 
guard of my train gave the Acre message to Welshpool 
so that No.3 Goods could follow with the minimum of 
standing time, and after taking the Staff at Alberton, 
we arrived at Yarram 5 minutes late at 1.15 pm. I wish I 
could remember what my meal arrangements were on 
this All Lines Ticket because, for instance, I only had 
35 minutes at Yarram and the main street is a fair way 
from the station. 

No.26 Goods with engine N110 was standing in 
No.2 road. It had been prepared by the driver-in- 
charge, and except for water, was ready to go. The 
driver, fireman and guard of the passenger train would 
return in charge of the goods train. They told me that 
occasionally when the passenger was late, the driver- 
in-charge, with a spare fireman and perhaps the sta- 
tionmaster acting as guard, would take the goods 
across to Alberton and changeover and bring the pass. 
back. But it happened only rarely. 

The goods was nick-named ‘‘The Darky’’, probably 
because it made most of its run in the dark; it left Yar- 
ram at 1.40 pm and arrived at Spencer St at 2.40 am. 
Not yet being a masochist, I was taking it only as far as 
Korumburra. 

After water, the goods left Yarram direct from No.2 
Road at 2.05 and took the Staff to Alberton, where we 
were to cross the News Goods. 

N121, which I had seen earlier at Welshpool had 
moved down the line one section bringing the Staff 
and was in the loop at Alberton. It left shortly after my 
train arrived and then we started shunting and loading 
pigs which were in the sheep yards. This took until 2.43 
and we left 13 minutes late with Ticket and Master 
Key, because the next train following was the 
passenger next morning. 

We shunted at Welshpool, and I think loaded more 
pigs, and left at 4.13. 

By this time there were some other passengers in the 
van, and I thought it might be a good idea if I rode on 
the engine, although I was probably not very surprised 
when the driver didn’t think it was as good an idea as I 
did. Later, I was talking to the guard and he began to 
realise that this 18-year-old knew a bit more about 
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trains and staff and ticket and related items that the 
average passenger would not know. It was then I must 
have mentioned, (something I did only rarely), that 
my father had been a stationmaster and it came out 
that both the driver (Frank Speed) and the guard 
(Mick Carlon) had worked with my father at Port Fairy 
about 1913, and ‘‘Why didn’t you say so earlier? Frank 
would have let you ride on the engine, for sure”... 

By the time we got to Meeniyan, it was quite dark, 
and the guard was glad of the headlight on the engine 
— by no means all engines had them — and the driver 
stopped the engine so that the headlight shone on the 
points where the guard was putting the Staff into the 
Staff Lock. 

We left Leongatha at 8.00 pm, which was still only 
about 40 minutes late, and arrived at Korumburra at 
8.49. The Down passenger train made rather a tight 
cross by arriving at the platform at 8.50 (with engine 
A2 963) and it left for Leongatha at 8.55. 

Meanwhile N110 had come off the Darky and 
Al 838 had been attached in lieu. I had been made 
welcome in the signal box, and when the Darky left 
about 10.00 pm, I watched it wind through the gap in 
the hills toward Bena. 

After the light engine off the Down pass. returned 
from Leongatha at 10.30, I retired to my stretcher on 
the verandah of Mrs Wartland’s Coffee Palace at the 
back of the signal box, and there I went to sleep listen- 
ing to the staff bells. Bed and breakfast was 4/6. The | 
next morning, without moving far, I was able to see 
D1 571 shunting the yard, and then A2 963 drew out 
on No.3 News Goods. 

My train out of Korumburra was No.12, and it 
seems that it came right through from Yarram to Flin- 
ders St with the one engine. At one stage of the 
journey, the consist was D3 680, 36AW, 77BW and 
4CV, and these must have been the cars in which I 
rode to Yarram the previous day. 

At Nyora, we came into the platform at 10.00, 4 late 
and after a minute, set back and drew into No.2 road. 
Engine Al 844 was on No.7, the Nyora stopping all 
stations train, and at 10.07, No.9 the ‘‘express”’ arrived 
behind Al 847. 

The stationmaster handed the Lang Lang Staff to 
the fireman through the cars of No.9, and with some- 
one at the Up end releasing the plunger, we left for 
town. 

At Koo-wee-rup at 10.33, N130 was shunting the 
trucks of No.5 roadside and at Lyndhurst, we stopped 
to unload a ganger’s tricycle. D1 600 was, as usual, 
waiting for something to happen at Dandenong, and 
we arrived at Flinders St, 2 late, at 11.47. I think 1939 
was about the time that the Melbourne Sunhad a comic 
strip in which the ‘‘boss”’ used to say to his “‘typiste”’, 
at appropriate moments, ‘“‘Them days have gone 
forever’. 

Yes. The days of D3s, firemen, exchanging large 
staffs from non-stopping trains, combined trains to | 
Nyora, are all gone ... forever ... leaving me with 
only a lot of fascinating memories of the times when 
the South-east was my ‘“‘favourite line’’. 


Why not subscribe and have Newsrail 
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KOLUMBURRA | 


1939 


Below: The last A2 hauled pass. to Korumburra was hauled by 
S TEAM HA ULED A2995 when the Puffing Billy Preservation Society went to 
Foster. 6.11.82. (ARHS Archives) 
PA EN ER TRAINS Opposite: N432 awaits departure time at Flinders St before 
heading for the South-east. (ARHS Archives) 
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The Warncoort Railway Gates som sousston 


Today the motorist proceeding along the Princes High- 
way in Western Victoria sweeps over the main south- 
western railway at Warncoort without let or hindrance. 
Bells and flashing lights protect this open crossing and 
keep trains and motor vehicles out of each other’s 
path. This situation is a great improvement on the 
period seventy years ago, when the highway was a dirt 
track, and hand-operated railway gates blocked the 
road for the greater part of every day. 

VR regulations at the time stipulated that, unless 
specially ordered in writing to the contrary, gates must 
always be kept open for the railway and shut across the 
road, except when required to be opened for the traffic 
across the line, and must then again be closed across 
the road as quickly as possible. 

Certain gates on busy roadways were permitted to be 
shut across the railway line during daylight hours and 
open to the road, and these were known as privileged 
gates. At night these gates were shut and locked across 
the roadway. The gates at Warncoort were in this 
category, and herein lies the cause of the strife that 
erupted in 1908 and 1909. 

The build-up of traffic on the main road caused the 
Colac Shire Council to approach the VR about this 
inconvenience to the passage of vehicles at night. Per- 
sons desirous of negotiating the crossing between the 
hours of 6.00 pm to 8.00 am each evening had to go to 
the stationmaster’s cottage and rouse the occupants in 
order to obtain the key to unlock the gates. The Coun- 
cil asked that the gates be kept open round the clock, 
but the VR replied in the negative, mainly because an 
extra gate-keeper would have to be employed. The 
Council then suggested that the gates be replaced by an 
open crossing protected by cattle pits, but the VR 
refused. 

“Tt is just another example’, thundered the Colac 
Herald, ‘‘of the want of regard which is paid to the 
interests of the public by the railways’’. 

The inconvenience persisted, and the airing of the 
issue brought forth many tales of horror on the 
dangers and pitfalls of trying to secure the key to the 


gate. Drivers of horse-drawn vehicles could not easily 
dismount and leave their animals unattended for fear 
that the animals would dart off and leave the driver 
stranded. Shouting became the most favoured method 
of calling up the gate-keeper, but this had disadvan- 
tages for the weak-throated on wet and windy nights. 
Regular travellers on the road were reported to keep a 
bag of stones handy to throw onto the cottage roof. 


Those travellers with adequate local knowledge used 
another crossing, an open one, five kilometres away on 
a side track. One evening a non-local traveller 
attempted to locate this crossing but became hopelessly 
lost, and after wandering for half the night, had to seek 
shelter at a farm house until daylight. 


In another instance, a person rode up to the gates 
and, on hailing the cottage, was first told that the key 
could not be found, and, secondly, that he would have 
to go round via Birregurra. The traveller strenuously 
objected, and only after a bout of argumentation was 
he permitted to go through the backyard of the cottage 
to cross the line. 

The Colac Shire voiced indignation after the above- 
mentioned incident in September, 1908, and protested 
yet again. Councillor Baker showed some common 
sense by suggesting that half a dozen councillors march 
on the gates armed with axes, and chop down the nui- 
sance. Such threats to direct action did not sway the 
VR. 


It took a complaint from a local doctor, who was 
delayed at the gates in March, 1909, before the first 
public response came from the VR. The Railway 
Department defended its gate-opening regulations, 
and reiterated that it would not replace the gates with 
an open crossing. The roadway curved at the crossing, 
the railway did likewise, and the station was close to 
the crossing — all factors that prevented, on safety 
grounds, the crossing being made an open one. 

Persistent pressure won in the end and eventually 
the VR agreed to abolish the privileged status of the 
gates. District harmony was restored at last. 


B84 and X47 at Warrnam- 
bool after arriving with the 
Down pass. Sat.27.8.83. 
(Ken Coram) 
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Differing Viewpoints 


During the late 1880s the Victorian Railways experi- 
mented with brown coal as a locomotive fuel. The coal 
came from the Great Morwell Coal Company’s mine. 
Several trials were undertaken, the first being on Wed- 
nesday 9th October, 1889, using locomotive 338. The 
following report was drawn up by Mr E Meekison, 
Inspector of Machinery for the Mines Department. 


The loco ran from Prince’s Bridge station to Box Hill 
and back. The alterations made in the boiler to adapt it 
to burn the brown coal were as follows: on the top side 
of the opening for the fire-door a baffle plate was fixed, 
projecting about 20in. into the fire-box. This was 
placed downwards, directing the air admitted into the 
door on to the top of the coal. Above the end of this 
plate a firebrick arch was built from side to side, and 
continued to the tube plate. There were openings in 
this arch between it and the tube plate, and also bet- 
ween the baffle plate and the arch. Through these 
openings the flameheated air or gas passed into the 
tubes. At the smoke-box end of the tubes a special baf- 
fle plate was fixed above the ordinary spark arrester. 
The fire bars had spaces of three-eighths of an inch 
between each. The engine started with a load consist- 
ing of one wagon and one brake van. The pressure of 
steam was 50 lb. to the square inch, and it was easily 
kept up until we arrived at Box Hill. On the return 
journey the engine had a full load consisting of 10 
trucks, each loaded with eight tons of bricks and also 
one brake van. The pressure was 150 lb., which was 
easily maintained on the run, and we arrived at 
Prince’s Bridge on time. I consider this trial satisfac- 
tory, and if a new set of fire bars with quarter-inch 
openings are put in the fire box it will still further 
improve the results. The coal gives off a very little 
smoke, which is of a very light brown colour. It makes 
no clinker, and very little ash. In my opinion, it can be 
successfully used in locomotives. In firing with this 
coal a thicker fire requires to be kept up on the fire bars 
than with Newcastle coal. Further trials will be made 
for longer distances. 


After the Second World War, 
the Victorian Railways again 
tried using brown coal. Here 
we see X32 being fuelled at 
North Melbourne Loco from 
the J truck that was mod- 
ified to carry the fuel. D4263 
and Y420 look on. (Late Les 
Poole Collection) 
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On Thursday another test of Morwell coal as a fuel 

for locomotives was made by the Railway department. 
The railway authorities speak highly of the coal as a 
fuel for the locomotives engaged in the suburban 
traffic, inasmuch as it gives out less smoke than the 
Newcastle coal, and is not so sooty, thereby reducing 
the work of the carriage cleaners. It is also claimed that 
the smoke from the Morwell brown coal has not such a 
disagreeable smell as that issued from the Newcastle 
coal, and is in that way preferable to the latter for 
passenger traffic, especially in summer months when 
the windows and ventilators of the carriages have to be 
kept open. A further test of the coal will shortly be 
made in connection with a locomotive attached to a 
heavily laden goods train, which will have to traverse a 
considerable distance and ascend several steep inclines 
during the journey, the object of the railway authorities 
being to test the capabilities of the brown coal under all 
conditions, so as to determine in what capacity it might 
be used to the greatest advantage. 
As a result of these tests it appears that brown coal was 
issued to loco depots for general use. It is not known if 
the enginemen expressed their opinions on brown coal 
at the time, but many years later a retired driver put his 
views in print. 

The Geelong Advertiser of 1st December, 1916 con- 
tains the following report: 

A citizen who 30 years ago was an engine driver on the Vic- 

torian Railways gave some interesting reminiscences on his 

experiences with brown coal. Drivers were compelled by 
the VR to take large stocks of this material on the tender to 
be mixed with ordinary coal, but it was so unsatisfactory 

that the men resorted to every expedient to get rid of it. A 

common device was to heap up big fires on the engines 

whilst in the station yards and thus dispose of as much as 
possible prior to starting on a journey. On the road the 
brown coal was frequently thrown from the engine and 
hundreds of bags were pitched into creeks. 
Allowing for exaggeration, the conclusion can be 
drawn that the brown coal experiments of 1889 were 
seen by engine crews as anything but agreeable. 
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They Keep You Safe in Peak Hours 


This article, written by Geoff Palmer, appeared in the 
Week-End Magazine Supplement of the Argus, /0th 
September, 1949. 

Few suburban rail travellers give more than a Stray 
thought to the men who drive their train or to those 
who designed the ingenious safety devices which make 
the journey safe. 

You need a special pass and a still tongue to ride with 
the motorman — but the view is better, and what con- 
versation there is is far more enlightening than you 
hear in a first class ‘‘smoker’’. 

From his narrow, swaying cabin, the ‘“‘peak-hour”’ 
motorman controls seven carloads of tightly packed 
humanity, and equipment worth some £70,000. In a 
normal day he may cover 120 miles, stop at 130 sta- 
tions, and obey the commands of 500 signals. Years of 
apprenticeship in steam have implanted the uncanny 
instinct of ‘‘running on time’’; a photographic memory 
tells him where — and where not — to stop. 

‘Been driving long?’? — an idiotic and faintly dis- 
concerting question to fire at a motorist — is answered 
with a suspicion of pride by most men who drive 
Melbourne’s electric trains. 

The motorman whose compartment I shared on the 
‘‘Up” journey from Heidelberg obviously felt that way: 

‘‘Twenty-five years next month’, he confided. 
‘‘Not ‘sparks’, of course; but we don’t get a show at 
these until we’ve been through cleaning, firing, driv- 
ing, safe-working, and all the rest of it. I was firing 
when the first ‘sparker’ ran from Sandy to Essendon. 
That’d be just after the first war — about May, 1919”’. 

One very capable looking hand swept the controller 
to the ‘‘off’’ position, while the other gently but firmly 
opened the Westinghouse brake valve. 

‘Looks easy enough’’. (I knew the motorman was 
grinning by the way his ears moved.) ‘‘But there’s 
more than one way of stopping a train. The whole 
secret is in releasing the brake just before you come to 
a complete stop, otherwise you give a disagreeable 
shock to the whole train — and, incidentally, the 
passengers’’. 

At some time or another, most railwaymen have had 
cause to marvel at the wonderful piece of mechanism 
invented by George Westinghouse. 

On the mere movement of the driver’s brake valve 
handle, a ‘‘crack”’ express travelling at high speed can 
be halted almost in its own length. Suburban trains, 
with a crush load exceeding 1,000 passengers, are 
enabled to maintain tight schedules on a wide margin 
of safety. . 

George Westinghouse — then barely out of hi 
teens — conceived the idea of his continuous air brake 
from a magazine article detailing Italian experiments 
with a pneumatic drilling machine. 

If compressed air could be conveyed through long 
pipes and yet retain its power to operate a heavy drill — 
reasoned the young American inventor — it could cer- 
tainly be carried the length of a train and still exert the 
force required to set the brakes on the hindmost car. 

The Westinghouse air brake — first patented 80 
years ago, subsequently developed and perfected, may 
be operated by driver or guard. A break-away, rupture 
of a hose coupling, or other accident causing an escape 
of air, also immediately applies the brake 
automatically, and with full power, in ‘‘extreme 
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danger’, and under a heavy penalty for misuse, 
passengers on country lines can make a partial applica- 
tion by means of the communication cord. The train 
crew does the rest! 

‘‘How long does it take to learn to drive electric — er 
— ‘sparks’?”’ 

‘Well, assuming you’ve got your loco driver’s 
ticket, and know all about signalling and safe-working 
— and provided, of course, that you’ve been selected 
for training — you go to school again over at the 
Electric Running Depot at Jolimont. That means 
blackboard lectures, finding out what makes these 
trains go, and how to effect emergency repairs if they 
stop. (That seldom happens, I can tell you). Then, 
there’s a driving coach — stripped down so that you 
can see practically every single working part. We ‘drive’ 
this hundreds of miles without moving a single inch — 
but as far as the instructor’s concerned, we’re out on 
the track in the peak-hour rush. There’s no room for 
mistakes there — or here’’. 

(‘‘Here” was coasting along an invitingly straight 
stretch between Alphington and Fairfield). 

‘‘The third week of our course takes us out on the 
‘road’ between Reservoir and Thomastown, and at 
Flemington Racecourse (not on Saturday, though). 
Here we perfect starting and stopping and get practical 
instruction in roadside repairs. There’s a week of that 
— continuous practice and no half-measures — then 
we’re ready for the suburban system, with a selected 
driver alongside. 

‘‘By the end of the fifth week we’ve been over every 
inch of electrified track around Melbourne — 173 
miles of it. Then off we go — confident and compe- 
tent”’. 

It sounded simple enough, but I knew it wasn’t — 
I'd heard something about that training ‘‘on the 
sparks”’ that suggested Flinders Naval Depot. The new 
motorman went out ‘‘confident and thoroughly com- 
petent’? — or he didn’t go at all! 

‘‘There are two things that still worry me’’, con- 
fessed the motorman at Princes Bridge. ‘‘People who 
jump on moving trains, and the ones who leave their 
cases near the edge of the platform, and lean forward 
to pick em up when the train’s coming in. We can do a 
few things when we have to, but we can’t stop on a 
threepenny bit. Well, so long. Hand in the pass at the 
barrier’’. 

Whether from vanity or forgetfulness, my friend the 
motorman had omitted to mention three other feats 
beyond his power. 

Melbourne’s electric trains are not completely obe- 
dient to a driver’s will. An ingenious trip valve on the 
brake gear ensures that they shall not pass a signal at 
danger. Thanks to another safeguard officially known 
as the ‘‘control governor’, a motorman cannot get 
power to run his train unless there is safe pressure in 
the Westinghouse brake system — and have you ever 
noticed that, except at terminals, he never lifts his 
hand from the controller? 

Railway officialdom calls it ‘‘depressing the pilot 
valve plunger’? — the ‘‘dead man’s handle” is far 
more expressive. 

But, whatever your choice of name, it’s just one of 
many amazing mechanisms that anticipate human ills 
and fallibility, to keep you safe in the peak-hour rush! 
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MO TORMA N TRA INING The Tait driving coach, above, has been used for over 60 years 


at Jolimont to train the men as they pass through the driving 


SIMULATORS class. A mock-up of a Harris train was built during the late 


1950s, below. (Both photos Mal Austin) 


FEBRUARY 1984 


45 


Snaneeed . ee 


X47 and 931 at the head of the Overland in Adelaide station on 


x AN D 930 ( LASS Mon.19.12.83. (Graham Grieger) 
500 miles away we again see 931 now coupled to X52 at 
Dynon Loco after arriving in Melbourne on 5.1.84. T393 looks 


on. (John Buckland) 
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West Australian L Class 
_ in Victoria 


FEBRUARY 
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L253 arrives at Spencer St 71 minutes late on the Up Southern 
Aurora on Sat.26.11.83. See item page 60. Having ran around 
its train, the L, below, prepares to couple up again and haul the 
cars to Dynon. (Both photos G Withers) 
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Westrail L252 on loan to V/Line climbs toward the summit of Heath: 
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Junct 


(Roger Gillard) 


on a Down goods at 13-40 on Sat.10.12.83. 


on 


1984 


FEBRUARY 


Though equipped for bi-directional running, most crews run 
the L class short end leading. Here we see 253 being run 
“funnel-first” through West Footscray by a driver who has faith 
in his fireman. (Paul Jordan) 


As the sun starts to set, 253 is on its way to Albury yet again on 
a Down goods at 19 10 on Sat.10.12.83, seen leaving Broad- 


meadows. (Roger Gillard) 
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General News 


Grain handling difficulties: Grain farmers, back on 
their harvesters after heavy rain, are being frustrated 
by longer delays than ever at major silos. Many are 
angry at continual hold-ups as they try to strip the 
record four-million tonne Victorian crop. 

The Premier, Mr Cain, conceded that there had 
been delays in V/Line’s handling of the harvest. The 
problems were revealed in a report from his depart- 
ment after his whirlwind tour early January through 
grain-growing areas. “‘It is inevitable that with a 
massive harvest of the type we are now experiencing 
there will be problems’’, Mr Cain said. 

The sole bunker at Murtoa was taking wheat at the 
“‘very, very slow”’ rate of 100 tonnes an hour — four 
times slower than the silos could take it. GEB general 
manager Mr Ian Stoney agreed the grain-handling 
system had problems. 

Given the size of the harvest; given the difficulties 
caused by rain, the cold, hard facts are that virtually a 
record crop has already been received a month earlier 
than any previous record crop. Extra equipment was 
being taken to the western area to open other bunkers. 


Spirit of Progress and Southern Aurora: A decision 
on the future of the Melbourne - Sydney trains, which 
are jointly owned by the two States, is expected to be 
made by mid-June. V/Line figures showed that the 
number of people travelling interstate in Australia was 
falling by between 10 and 12 percent each year. 
Melbourne - Sydney trains had been particularly 


affected by heavy fare discounting, introduced last year 
by both airlines and interstate bus operators. The pro- 
posal to replace the trains with one service has come 
from Victoria’s State Transport Authority, which is 
seeking ways of cutting costs in public transport opera- 
tions. 


Rail fire risk: Following the aftermath of Ash Wed- 
nesday bushfires which cost hundreds of millions of 
dollars, there has been prompt criticism from country 
authorities at the disclosure that V/Line has not under- 
taken its annual burning-off program this summer. 
Reason given for this fire prevention activity being dis- 
continued, has been given as ‘‘lack of staff’’. It seems 
ironical that while the SEC is promoting its $12M fire 
safety campaign after being blamed for causing some 
fires last year, another Government department has 
abdicated its responsibilities towards country fire pre- 
vention. During a visit to northern Victoria at 
Christmas, long dry grass was common along many 
railway tracks. (NT) 


More country closures?: With the change of State 
Government many people thought that revision of rail 
services recommended in the Lonie Report would be 
forgotten. How wrong they were! Apart from closure 
of Regional Freight Centres, centralising grain silo 
traffic and other cutbacks, Kerang Shire Council has 
been asked to comment into yet another enquiry as to 
whether to upgrade or abandon the Korong Vale to 


Y104 waits in the standard gauge dock at Spencer St as GM28 waits in platform 2 at the head of the Southern 
Aurora. The Overland awaits its locos in platform 3. These trains normally leave from platforms 1 and 2 respect- 
ively. Sat.3.12.83. (Gavin McLaughlan) 
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Robinvale and Kerang - Swan Hill - Kooloonong lines. 
Cr. Parker said ‘‘There is currently no other method 
than rail for transporting grain. Unless they construct a 
pipeline or something’’. Council decided to advise the 
Ministry for Planning and Environment that both lines 
are important for transport of grain and superphosph- 
ate. (POT) 


Garden variety Tait: Over the years various goods 
wagons and C brakevans have been placed on farms 
around Victoria. More recently, ZL brakevans and Tait 
carriages have become common sights on properties. 
The body of a Walker 153 railcar has been placed on a 
property near Emberton. The body of a CE brakevan 
has been placed on a farm on the north side of the 
Drouin bypass between Drouin and Warragul. (RBS) 


Cheaper to go Overland: During October - December 
train was the cheapest form of travel between 
Melbourne and Adelaide ... cheaper than normal 
coach fares, cheaper than air and with no awkward 
conditions of travel. This followed an announcement 
by Australian National of dramatic price reductions on 
its night Overland train service between Adelaide and 
Melbourne. They made a single economy class fare 
between Adelaide and Melbourne just $25 or $50 
return, a saving of $17 and $34 respectively. The new 
train fare were introduced by AN and STA of Victoria, 
for a trial period from 30th October until 18th Decem- 
ber inclusive. (RB) 


Regional Freight Centres closures: “‘Outrage over 
Freight Move,” ‘‘Attack on the Country” and ‘‘Fight 
for Freight’? were but just three stirring front page 
headlines in many country newspapers following the 
STA announcement that 24 Regional Freight Centres 
would close early in 1984. Emotions ran high. A 
Cohuna Shire councillor said, ‘“‘Country people are 
being discriminated against’’ while another described it 
as, “If the cost is in the metropolitan area it doesn’t 
matter two hoots, but if it cost in the country it does 
matter’’. Some councillors whose own shires obtain 
practically all machines, equipment and goods by road, 
thereby contributing to the failure of the RFCs, have 
been somewhat hypocritical in condemning the 
closures. Suggestions that Bendigo become one of the 


“key”? Freight Centres in the State would appear 
doomed, as were the original RCCs when they were set 
up. The complexity, multi-handling and other debits of 
delivering freight by road to the Melbourne railhead 
for loading onto trains for a short-haul journey of 100 
miles to Bendigo, where it is off loaded onto road 
transport again for transfer to towns of even greater 
distance away, is a recipe for failure. At the time the 
RFCs were established, it was common thinking then 
that once goods get put onto a road truck, it stays there 
until it is delivered in a once only handling cost and 
time. This thinking has not changed after proving to be 
true. The Kerang Freight Centre which employs six, 
averages only 35 tonnes of freight in and out daily, 
loading that could be easily handled by one or two road 
trucks. With the bulk of general freight changed from 
rail to road years ago, an extra one or two trucks to 
carry the residue will hardly make any difference to the 
highway wear and tear on V/Line traffic (POT) 


Inspection of Comeng: Because of numerous comp- 
laints relating to problems experienced by drivers of 
the new Comeng “‘sparks”’, an inspection of the Com- 
eng plant was organised. In attendance were Comeng 
Management, Rollingstock, Operations Branch repre- 
sentatives and AFULE representatives. 

The Divisional and Branch resolutions placing a ban 
on the release of further trains from the factory, until 
all complaints forwarded by members, were addressed 
by Management. Some of the major items raised were: 
1. High noise level in cabs. 

2. Brake rigging defect. 

3. Cab draughts caused by airconditioning return 
duct. 

4. Low beam headlight too bright. 

5. Driver’s seats loose in stem, and not all have been 

placed in the centre of the console. 

Window catches too weak and windows will not 

slide. 


The ban on 301M and 302M will not be lifted until 
some positive programme is forwarded to the Divi- 
sional Office, stating action to be taken on all reported 
faults. (AFULE Div. News) 
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The Royal Train to Ballarat — 
Fri.15.4.83. $311 runs through 
Bacchus Marsh as the pilot loco 
as X31 waits as a standby loco. 
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The crowd and Princess Diana wave, above, as Prince Charles 
examines the yard layout as the Royal Train slowly moves 
through. Below, $315-300-311 wait in the platform after 


Crossing a Down Jet as they return empty cars to Melbourne. 
(All photos Gavin McLaughian) 
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Traffic 


PORTLAND LINES & BRANCHES 


Portland wheat traffic: The movement of the record 
1983 grain harvest to the seaboard terminals (Geelong 
and Portland) began around late November. In Port- 
land, where over a million tonnes will be exported 
through, the first bulk trains arrived during the last 
week of November. One of the first trains carried oats 
and barley from Beulah, Jeparit, and Warracknabeal. 
Locomotives $300 and T369 operated the block trains 
of 33 VHGYs for the first few days on the line. 

The special wheat timetable shows four return 
movements daily between Ararat and Portland. Depar- 
tures from Ararat: 03 10, 09 30, 14 30 and 20 30, while 
from Portland: 02 00, 08 45, 15 30 and 20 45. 

The planning called for two C and T combinations 
working between Ararat and Portland. Prior to 
Christmas, the block trains were being operated by two 
S class (back to back) and a set of C and Ts. The T 
leads the C back to Ararat. 

Noted on Thurs.22.12 were T391, C503 (ex Port- 
land 10 30 with five GYs of super), $313 and S307. 
On Fri.23.12, C510, T352, S300 and S303 and 
Sat.24.12, S305 and S301 operated to Portland. 

To facilitate the fast turnaround of trains, a genera- 
tor and compressor set along with associated piping has 
been installed at the Up end of the departure loop. The 
loop between the exchange sidings and the sorting sid- 
ings, will hold about 39 VHGYs and van. This air test- 
ing installation allows the trains to be examined prior 
to the arrival of the locomotives. 

The timetable shows a 45 minute layover in Portland 
for the main line locomotives, with the arrival locomo- 
tives dropping straight onto a prepared block train. The 
planned movement was not fully operational prior to 
Christmas with the incoming locos sitting in the 
exchange sidings for a few hours waiting for the next 
train. 

Operations have not been without mishap. On 
Tues.20.12, several wagons were derailed just north of 
Heywood. (WAD) 


EASTERN LINES & BRANCHES 


Sale’s new station: Sale’s new railway station was 
officially opened on Sunday, 4th December by the 
Mayor of Sale. Four, free round train trips in a new N 
car set between Sale and Rosedale was the order of the 
day, with Father Christmas giving away goodies for the 
kids. (PM) 


Christmas buffet: On Sun.25.12.83, with a reduced 
Sunday service operating, no trains ran past Traralgon. 
The evening Up train was a Gippslander set with Tag- 
gerty buffet car (manned and operating). This is the 
only time this observer knows of a Traralgon train with 
operating buffet, as the N sets have the buffet closed 
on Traralgon trains. Normally only trains going past 
Traralgon have buffets operating. (CR) 


SERVICETON LINE & BRANCHES 


B class runs oil: The Up oil (ex Horsham) on 
Sat.24.12.83 was hauled by B76 and Y156. It arrived at 
Stawell at 18 35 and cleared the yard of wagons (mainly 
from the Deep Lead derailment), departing at 19 00 
with 22=42. (PJM) 
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Y class runs oil: The same train on Tues.13.12.83 
struggled along with Y159 in charge. It was noted pass- 
ing through Stawell at 19 45 with a consist of 16=32. 
The train is normally X hauled on the Up. (PJM) 


Depot visits: 

Sun.4.12, Ararat: S305, 310, T321, 326, 352, 358, 363, 
368, 386, 392, 405, W263, X42, Y156, 157, 159. 

Sun.11.12, Ararat: S303, T358, 363, 368, 381, 392, 
394, 406, W263, X42, Y148, 150, 159. 

Sun.18.12, Ararat: C503, S301, 309, 312, T324, 333, 
344, 363, 366, 378, 381, 385, 405, W263, X53, 
Y148, 159. 

Sun.25.12, Ararat: B76, C510, S300, 303, T333, 350, 
352, 357, 366, 367, 368, 369, 385, 386, 405, W263, 
X53, Y156, 157. 

Sun.25.12, Ballarat East: T324, 337, 364, 370, 407, 
W243, Y152, 154, 155. (PJM) 


Beside the line at Stawell: Advantage was taken of 
holidays to record observations over a scheduled 
period at Stawell on Fri.16.12, with both ordinary and 
grain traffic being worked. Observation commenced at 
0800 and ended at 0040 the following morning. 
Crossings are marked with an asterisk. 


$304 (NS) Up pass. 4 08 20 
$301, $312 Up grain 33=66 0945 
C504 Up Jet 22=65 1105* 
$313, T333 Down Jet 29=69 11 10* 
B80 Down pass. 4 11 30 
T384, T352, T358 Down grain 34=68 1200 
C501, $310 Up Jet 39=102 13 10 
$300, $303, T359 Up grain 32=64 1410* 
X47, T366, T367 Down Jet 30=74 14 20* 
B80 Up pass. 4 15 20 
$303, $300 Down grain 34=68 1735 
X53, C506 Down Jet 30=80 1900 
1348, T325, T338, X53 Up grain 30=68 2000 
$311 Down pass. 4 21 30 
T388 Up goods 21=35 2220 
C510 Down Jet 25=71 2300 
1348, T338, T325 Down grain 34=68 2355 
X50, 931 Down pass. 17 00 40 
(PJM) 


| ARH.S. RAILWAY MUSEUM 


Open Sat. - Sun. and public holidays 2 - 5 pm 
Mid-week visits by arrangement: Tel. 596 3249 


Miniature Live Steam rides: 
4th Sunday of month — Feb. - Nov. 


CHAMPION ROAD, NORTH WILLIAMSTOWN 


If YOU are interested in Railways why 
not join the 


AUSTRALIAN RAILWAY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
Victorian Division 
Write to the MEMBERSHIP OFFICER 
BOX 5177AA, GPO, MELBOURNE 3001 
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| LAS T DA Y WERRIBEE 64RM idles away at Newport between runs while below, 55RM 


prepares to leave Werribee with the last DERM service to 


Spencer St as the faithful pay homage. Sat.26.11.83. (Kelvin 
_ DERMS Russel 
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Tenders: Tenders have been called for earthworks 
including sub-ballast between Dunkeld and Hamilton 
and Hamilton and Branxholme. These earthworks will 
form the basis of the new crossing loops to be built on 
the Ararat - Portland line. (WAD) 


Heywood: The goods shed at this station was 
demolished (removed ?) during late October. (WAD) 


Ararat works: Maintenance work continues on the 
Ararat turntable. It has been repainted, a new deck fit- 
ted, and attention is now given to its wheels and 
bogies. The new sidings leading off it are progressing. 
One linking it to the sand and refueling road appears to 
be completed. 


Glenorchy works: The Wimmera River bridge is being 
rebuilt. There is a severe speed restriction over it. The 
new concrete spans are being fabricated in the 
Glenorchy yard. Meanwhile the site of the relaying 
program is now fast approaching Glenorchy. (PJM) 


Opposite: $315 is turned at Echuca on Wed.4.1.84 as it 
prepares to run another grain train to Geelong. (Frank Sutton) 


Below: A temporary road crossing was installed at Barnes 
while the Cobb Highway crossing was upgraded. (L Sutton) 
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TAIT SPECIAL 
TO 
WERRIBEE 


WERRIBEE 


The first Tait set to Werribee. The Electrail special sees 252M, 
346T, 248M about to depart on the Up. 


While the passengers looked over the Steamrail Depot at 
Newport, the special ran to Williamstown to clear the section. 
(Both photos Kelvin Russell) 
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Delays, Derailments, etc. 


Major derailment at Deep Lead: The first major 
derailment for some time occured about one kilometre 
east of Deep Lead at about 14 30, on Monday, 19th 
December. 


An Up grain train formed of 33 bogie wagons plus 
ZLP van hauled by T3448, T325, T338 and 1344, 
came to grief in a big way. Twelve wagons in the mid- 
dle of the train hit the dirt, six of them rolling or sliding 
down an embankment. The train’s consist was barley 
ex Jeparit consigned to Portland. The line was closed 
until a little after 17 00 the next day, further delaying 
movement of the massive harvest, following two 
strikes earlier in the month. 


The first 15 wagons were taken on to Stawell arriving 
there at 16 30. S307 and S313 were detached from an 
Up goods at Glenorchy. They retrieved the van and 
last 7 wagons, returned them to Glenorchy, added 
them to their train, and were then shut down. 


The Ts attached a ZLP van from a used rail train 
which had been stored in Stawell yard and proceeded to 
Ararat. Later at 1945, T1344 and 338 returned, 
attached the rail carrying wagons and proceeded back 
to the scene. Lengths of the used rail were immediately 
unloaded so as to be in position to re-open the track. 


It was fortunate that they were available. Also lucky 
was the presence of track machines just west of 
Glenorchy and re-railing equipment at the work site at 
Glenorchy. Less fortunate were the men who slaved 
through two days of searing heat to get the track re- 
opened. Work continued all night and the next day 
using bulldozers and heavy mobile cranes. 
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After a shuttle trip to Ararat by T344 and T338 dur- 
ing the night with some re-railed wagons and the rail 
train, T344 returned early next morning to further 
assist. It retrieved a further two wagons, returning to 
Stawell at 09 00 on Tues.20.12. It travelled at walking 
pace due to the damage to the wagons and its own con- 
dition. It was eventually shut down at Stawell on 
account of being a fire risk! 


The Dimboola pass. was stabled at Stawell over- 
night, (locos $308, X53 and N set 13). It did not arrive 
until 23 00 where passengers were transferred to two 
Kingston’s coaches — hardly a pleasant journey. The 
Horsham pass. with B75 in charge was also terminated 
at Stawell, with Kingston’s once again doing the 
honours. 

Y148 ran switch runs from Ararat to Stawell bring- 
ing sleepers and ballast. The first train to traverse the 
repaired track was S311 pushing 3 of the re-railed 
wagons, 2 x VOWA (including VOWA1), a ballast 


wagon and ZL van — quite a site! It arrived at Stawell | 


at 18 00. 


The first Down train was a Jet (30=75) hauled by | 


T405, T381 at 18 15. (PJM) 


Derailment at Heathmere: A Down wheat train 


derailed on the Heywood - Portland line at the Princes | 


Hwy level-crossing Heathmere, on Thurs.5.1 at 
approximately 17 00. Six bogie vehicles were derailed. 
The first two left the track and overturned, about one 
hundred metres apart. The third vehicle stopped on the | 
level-crossing squashing one of the flashing lights and | 
emptying its contents on the Princes Hwy. The next | 
three trucks on the Up side of the level-crossing 

remained upright. The following vehicle was the brake | 
van and it remained on the rails. Several hundred | 
metres of track was damaged. (KE) 


Do you find you have nothing to do on 
Tuesday nights? 


Why not visit the ARHS Archives on the Down 
platform at Windsor from 8.00 pm. See you 
there! 


Left: B78 derailed at Echuca while shunting on 17.1.84. (Frank 
Sutton) | 


Opposite page above: Bendigo Mobile Cranes were used at | 
Elmore on 18.1.84 to rerail a wayward bogie wheat wagon. | 
(L Sutton) 


Opposite page below: Tooronga is in flood as a three car 


Comeng set waits for the water to subside after a flash flood 
on Sun.27.11.83. (Paul Jordan) 
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Rollingstock 


Train of Knowledge overhaul: After many requests 
from Victorian schools for the retention of the Train of 
Knowledge, the railways have relented and will operate 
the train for another four years. After the finish of the 
tours for 1983, the sleeping cars were to be scrapped, 
and with no spare sleeping cars available, no bookings 
for the train were to be taken until the Vinelander 
sleepers were available. But with no firm decision on 
the combining of the Spirit of Progress and the 
Southern Aurora, so allowing the Aurora sleepers to 
operate the Vinelander; the wooden sleepers used for 
the Train of Knowledge are to be overhauled. Sleeping 
cars 5-7-8, shower car Carey and buffet car Mooraboo! 
are to be sent to Bendigo workshops. Sleeping cars 6-9- 
10, power car Melville and dining car Avoca, are to be 
sent to Ballarat or Newport workshops. 


The overhauls will consist of restoring the sleeping 
cars to original condition. Seats to be recovered in the 
same material as the ‘‘N”’ car seats; carpets to be laid, 
this carpet to be the same as the ‘‘N”’ cars; toilets to be 
updated; exterior livery to be red and the names the 
cars carried in their Overland days, to be applied to the 
sides of the carriages. Car 6 will still retain its shower, 
one toilet and extra compartment, as it is the catering 
crew as well as the loco crews quarters. 


Carey is to have all plumbing renewed. Avoca to be 
painted and possibly a freezer installed. Melville's 
power equipment to be overhauled. Mooraboo! buffet 
car will be stripped internally of all kitchen equipment 
and sitting compartments, and made into a recreation 
car for children, possibly similar to former dance car 
11BPL. Mooraboo! will replace 43BPL which is in the 
consist of the Train of Knowledge. This car will be 
scrapped as it is wooden bodied. 


With all cars of the Train of Knowledge to be sent to 
the workshops, hopefully they will all be painted the 
one colour instead of the varied colours of the train at 
present, as Carey, Melville, Avoca dining car plus car 5, 
are in blue and yellow livery, cars 6-7-8-9-10, are 
painted red. The cars were due to go into the 
workshops in the middle of December 1983, and are 
expected back in service in May 1984. No bookings for 
school tours are being taken for the first school term 
on account of the overhauls. (JC) 


L Class on Southern Aurora: Westrail loco L253 was 
the motive power on the Southern Aurora, arriving 
Spencer St on Sat.26.11.83 at 10 14. Departure from 
Albury was at 05 30, 15 minutes late, waiting for cater- 
ing staff to join the train. With an 80 km/h limit on L 
class locos, further time was lost enroute. (JC) 


Renumbered sleeper: Vinelander sleeping car No.12 
was noted at Mildura on Fri.23.12.83 renumbered to 
S$J282. The ‘“‘J’’ in the code probably related to the 
io V&SAR joint stock origins of this care. (B 
McL 


Altered Geelong trains: Since the electric trains began 
running to Werribee (Sun.27.11.83), Geelong consists 
have been altered. Some trains which previously ran as 
wooden cars or an N set now run as two sets, wooden 
and N set. Examples are the 08 30 and 09 30 Up, and 
09 00 Down services. Most remain unaltered however, 
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and still run as one set only. In spite of the extra weight 
of the double sets, they are frequently hauled by T 
class locos. (PD) 


930 class in Melbourne: AFULE have been verbally 
informed by V/Line that they are interested in running 
the 930 class in Melbourne during its layover off the 
Overland. Looking at the noise levels, the AFULE 
would see no reason why they should not run these 
locos provided V/Line carry out the following items on 
all 930 class that come into Victoria: 

1. Sunvisors — protective strips to be applied to 
edges. 

Whistle cord — plastic covers required. 
Taildiscs — reflectorised type required. 

Staff exchanger vents to be sealed up. 

Water bottle to be fitted. 

Radio equipment to be discussed. 

Coat hooks required. 

8. Dynamic brake to be operative. 

Suggested trains to run the 930 class are — the 13 00 
Melbourne - Geelong passenger, return 14 30 Geelong 
- Melbourne passenger, and 1700 Melbourne - 
Geelong passenger, returning 1830 Geelong - 
Melbourne passenger, then drop on the Overland. 
(AFULE Div. News) 


Pe CNS Lin satrap ag 


Unusual combination: A reader spotted an unusual 
combination on Sat.7.1.84 at about 0855, between 
North Melbourne and Spencer St. The combination 
was as follows: DRC No.40, blue and yellow DRC 
trailer, B69, T372, S312 and three N car set. The N 
cars had passengers, the DRC and its trailer did not 
appear to have any at all. I suppose that the DRC was 
in a state of failure which is usual with these devices, 
and was being pushed by the loco hauled train; but of 
course, all the diesel locos may have failed and were 
being hauled by the DRC, take your pick! (WAP) 


‘A’ progress report: Prior to the Christmas/New Year 
break, the condition of all of the new ‘A’ class locos 
are: 

A73 — Delivered on 19.12.83. 

A71 — In last stages of reconstruction except for side 
panelling and painting. 

A77 — Roof being reconstructed, dynavane louvres 
being installed — minus engine and alternator at this 
stage. 

A85 — Body shell stripped and primed ready for 
rebuilding. 

A60 — Same as A835. 

A62 — Stripped and sandblasted ready for priming and 
inspection. 

All nose doors have been reconstructed and open out- 

wards. Access to the cab is not possible through these 

doors. The locos now appear very cramped with all of 
the extra equipment which include airconditioners in 
both cabs, new driving position, ‘C’ class type 
handbrake mounted in the engine compartment, twin 
marker lights adjacent to the headlights operated from 
the cab, roofs have an angled appearance for more effi- 
cient air flow through the radiator cores and several 
‘portholes’ now blanked off. (GRG) 


NEWSRAIL 


DELIVER Y TRIP A73 arrives at Mile End Yard hauled by 842 on Mon.19.12.83 


on its delivery trip to Melbourne. It left shortly after towed 


OF A 73 behind 958 and 934. (Both photos Graham Grieger) 
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French Rail beats Air: Increasing competition on 
internal routes from high speed train services will 
cause a fall in profits this year for Air Inter, the French 
state-owned domestic airline. The airline has declined 
to make any forecasts, but said profits would be down 
on last year’s net earnings of $US8.3 million. The air- 
line estimates the loss in passengers at 1.1 million bet- 
ween the entry of high speed train services into service 
1981 and the end of last year. (RB) 


More news from Clyde’s in Adelaide: Five of the ten 
BL class Icoos have been delivered, four to standard 
gauge and one on broad gauge. A feasability study is 
being conducted at the moment between Australian 
National and Clyde to rebuild all of the GM class of 
loco to a 3000 horse power rating, if possible. It appears 
some of the early Clyde diesels may be around for 
quite a while (GRG) 


First 2600 class delivered: Queensland Railways has 
taken delivery of the first diesel/electric locomotive 
produced at the Goninan North Queensland Pty Ltd 
plant in Townsville. A $19 million contract placed with 
Goninan in September 1982 covers manufacture of 13 
main line diesel/electric locomotives which will be 
used to transport coal from the Newlands and Col- 
linsville coalmines to the Abbott Point coal-loader for 
export. The diesel/electric locomotives, to be known 


(38) Ge T38i 


by Queensland Railways as the 2600 class, are based on 
a — design of General Electric Company, US. 
PJS 


WHERE IS IT? 


Answer to last month’s migraine conducive question: 
The location is Kerang and the date is July, 1979. For 
my money, I would rather my home faced the rail lines 
than the road any day! The station was opened with the 
line in 1884 and the station building erected some two 
years later. The platform tea stall was pretty busy when 
the Koondrook and Stony Crossing lines added to the 
business at this station. I wonder if it is still there? 


Note: Does any reader have an early view of Kerang, 
suitable for publication? (AW) 


RAILWAY QUIZ 


Last month’s answer: The last loco built at Newport 
Workshops was V56, the loco used at Jolimont 
Workshops to haul car sets through the washing plant. 


This month’s question: In the days of steam which 
class was the longer, the R or X? 


T381 arriving at Rupanyup on the second last train to run on 
the Lubeck - Bolangum line on 20.4.83. The line was officially 
closed the following month. (Harry Schnattlebach) 
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THE 
RAILFAN 
SHOP 


@ BOOKS @ MAGAZINES 

@ BADGES @ RECORDS 

® SLIDES @ PHOTOGRAPHS 
@ SECONDHAND MODELS 


632 BOURKE STREET, 
MELBOURNE, 3000 


Telephone: 67 2480 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 
For details on how to place your advertisement and 
charges see p. 63. 


WANTED TO SELL 


On offer to highest bidder. Engine Plates A2. Cast lron- 
Brass. Phone: (053) 32 2371 between 6 pm to 7 pm Mon. 
to Thurs. only until May 30th, or mail to 221 Ascot St, 
Ballarat. 


WANTED TO BORROW 


Beta or VHS ‘Zambezi Express’ as seen recently on 
television. Every care taken. Contact lan Clark, 
342 3307 business hours. 


NEWSRAIL 


NEW ADVERTISING RATES 
(applicable from February’s issue) 


RATE/ISSUE 


BUSINESS NAME BUSINESS CARD 
25 mm x 76 mm 50 mm x 76 mm 


$18.00 $24.00 


HALF PAGE FULL PAGE 
152 mm x 108 mm 152 x 216 mm 
$70.00 $120.00 


If advertisements are taken in six or more issues in any one 


QUARTER PAGE 
76 mm x 108 mm 
$45.00 


calendar year a discount of 10% will be allowed. 
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Thinking of overseas 
travel? 


For an agent who knows that... 
®@ The T.G.V. isn’t a car or a TV station 
® Mallard isn’t in a duck pond 


® Durango and Silverton isn’t a mining 
company and who can find Steamtown on 
a map. 


SPEAK TO THE EXPERTS AT 
CROYDON TRAVEL CENTRE 


We are the main agents for: 


@ Amtrak-USA Rail © Viarail Canada 

® Voyages Jules Verne — Great Journeys of the 
World — Hong Kong - London by Rail, Raj 
Express (India and Sri Lanka), Cape to Cairo. 

and also book — V.S.O.E. London - Venice, 

Trans-Siberian, Palace on Wheels, Britrail, Eurail 

and Indrail passes. 


“For railfan travel organised by railfans”, 
Phone Phil (725 8555) or John (725 4655) 


CROYDON TRAVEL CENTRE 


an 34 MAIN STREET, 
CROYDON, VIC. 3136 
& Phone: (03) 725 8555 
Why not subscribe and have Newsrail 
home delivered? 


DETAILS: 
A.R.H.S. Membership Officer, 
Box 5177AA, G.P.O. Melbourne, 3001 


490 Dorset Road, Croydon, Vic. 3136 
Phone: (03) 723 1211 
OPENS: 10 am MON.-FRI. — 9 am SAT. 
CLOSES: 6 pm MON.-THURS. — = pm FRI. — 1 pm SAT. 


: 
YOUR COMPLETE MODEL RAILWAY 
| HOBBY CENTRE I 
| 
| 
1 


TRAIN WORLD 


I 

624 Hawthorn Road, East Brighton 3187. 596 6342. 
I OPEN: MON.-SAT. 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and late (9 p.m.) Fridays 
I Magazines/Books: Australian, USA, UK — Direct Importers. 


| Model Trains from U.S.A/U.K. Good range always in stock. I 
New and used models. Bankcard welcome. 


HOBBYCRAFT 


for Model Railways 
“N” GAUGE A SPECIALTY 


1351 Burke Road, East Kew 3102 
Phone: (03) 80 3241 


 ietenteeteetentententen | 
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JE: 
HEART 


POSTCARDS 


25 cents 


NCV CA126: NJ Class, Alice Springs. 

NCV CA242: CL Class, Alice Springs. 

NCV CR1: GM hauling “Indian Pacific”. 

NCV AT6: Q.R. Railmotor passing throgh Barron Gorge. 

NCV 1418: Bendigo Tramways No. 30. 

NCV: Diesel Train carrying harvested sugar cane, Tully, N.Q. 
NCV: Q.R. Railmotor at Kuranda Station, N.Q. 

SALAS 12: Commonwealth Railways “Coffee Pot” at Alice Springs. 
SALMN 7: S.A.R. 604 hauling “Indian Pacific”, Peterborough. 
EMU 8: G.M. 15 hauling “Trans Australian”. 

EMU 9: Westrail K208 hauling “Indian Pacific”. 

EMU 11: Westrail “The Prospector” at Windmill Cutting. 

MV WE6: S.A.R. 9 and Wx Class, Naracoorte. 
MV W86A: Q.R. 1641 at Robbs Monument, Cairns - Kuranda 
Railway. 
MV Wi6B: Q.R. 1641 at the Stoney Creek Falls. 
MV W1009: Sugar Cane steam engine. 

MV W1006: Sugar Cane steam engine. 

MV W1002A: Sugar Cane diesel locomotive. 
MV W543M: 2 foot guage Illawarra Light Railway Museum. 
BS 82: G.M.s hauling “New Ghan” out of Alice Springs. 
ALD 105: Wall Mural of Alice Springs first train. 

TV QU15: Last Train to Port Augusta in the Pichi Richi Pass. 
TV QU17: W934 at Quorn Railway Station. 
TV QU19: Carriages and brake van, P.R. Railway, Quorn. 
TV PM20: “The Transcontinental” near Port Pirie. 

TV WY25: Ore Train enroute to Whyalla from Iron Knob. 
PRRP: 1186 and “Wandana” first run. 

PRRP 1725: W934 near Pichi Richi. 

PRRP: W934 at Quorn Station. 

PRRP: W933 Breasts the Summit. 

PRRP 1825: W933 and W934. 

PRRP 1925: 1186 in Pichi Richi Pass. 

PRRP 2125: W934 hauls Centenary Train. 

PRRP 1525: W934 crossing Woolshed Flat Bridge. 

PRRP 1625: W934 traverses a stone wall on Curve 29. 


PICHI RICHI RAILWAY 

Four scene cards. 25 cents 

W934 and track gang. Train leaving Quorn. 

T186 on a stone wall. W934 at the Windmill. 
NB30 on Saltia Bridge. Light Refreshment staff. 
W933 approaching Summit. T186 on the Woolshed Flat 
Quorn Railway Station. Bridge. 

W934 in Pichi Richi Pass. 

T186 on the Black Rock Bridge. 

Quorn Locomotive Depot. 


Printed by Magenta Press Pty. Ltd. 


35 TODD STREET 
P.O. BOX 1013 

ALICE SPRINGS 5750 
TELEPHONE 

(089) 52 7327 


OUanIS 


A.R.H.S. (S.A.) INCORPORATED 

16cm x 11.5cm 14cm x 9cm : 

Set of 10 $2.50 Set of 10 with details 

S.A.R. T199. $2.50 

S.A.R. 752. S.A.R. 504. 

Silverton Tramway Co. W22. — S-A.R. 798. 

S.A.R. Blue Birds. C.R. NM34. 

S.A.R. “The Overland”. S.A.R. 797. 

S.A.R. P Class 177. S.A.R. 717. 

C.R. GM33. S.A.R. Rx207 and Rx224. 

S.A.R. F255. S.A.R. 904. 

S.A.R. Rx93. S.A.R. Rx224. 

Silverton Tramway No. 18 S.AR. 702. 

A Class. Broken Hill Associated Smelters 
“Peronne”. 


PICHI RICHI 

RAILWAY PRESERVATION SOCIETY 
22cm x 14cm 

T186 between Woolshed Flat and Pichi Richi 
W933 Crossing the Woolshed Flat Bridge 


NCV JUMBO CARDS 39cm x 29.5cm 

GP8: Queensland Railways railmotor on the Cairns - Kuranda 
railway, crossing a trestle bridge with the Stoney Creek Falls in the 
background. 


VIEW FOLDERS 
Rail Across the Nullarbor 


PLAISTOW POSTCARDS Sets of 16 
3 Assorted Sets, English Locomotives 
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